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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This Méfhorandum of Understanding (hereinafier to be referred to as “MOU") is signed on
this 2™ Novernber, 2023.

BETWEEN

The ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA, a constitutional body, having ils registered office at
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Dethi -01 (hereinafter referred to as "ECI")

AND

Ministry of Education including the Department of Schoo! Education & Literacy (DoSEL)
and Department of Higher Education {DoHE) on the Other Part

And shall hereafter be collectively known as *Pariners”

WHEREAS:

The ECI is a body under the Constitution mandated with the ‘superintendence, direction

and control’ of the conduct of elections to the Parliament and every State Legislature
and preparatiocn and revision of electoral rolls;

Further, ECI has been pursuing the ideals of inclusive & accessible elections and
informed & ethical voling and striving to address the issues of youth apathy
(national enrolment rate in 18-18-year age cohort is less than 14%) and wrban apathy
{voter turnout in cities is significantly lower than the average national turnout and

melropolitan cities have been amongst the least veter turnout areas of the country) by
rmaking concerted efiorts and forging suitable parinerships;

b ?}’i/ ™



AND:

AND:

AND:

AND:

WHEREAS, the Depantment of School Education & Literacy is responsible for ensuring
schoo! education and literacy in the country through universal access to gquality
education which is fundamental for developing an equitable and just society, premoting
nztional developmant, scientific advancement, naticnal integration, and cultural

preservation. The DoSEL works through its autonomous/Statutory bodies and state
governments and their autonomous/ statutory bodies;

WHEREAS, the Department of Higher Education, is responsible for the overall

development of the basic infrastructure of the Higher Education sector and looks after
the expansion of access and qualitative improvement in Higher Education, through
world-class Universities, Colleges and other Institutions and regulates all institutions
imparting higher education in the country through University Grants Commission (UGC),
All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) and other statutory bodies;

WHEREAS, ECI is implementing its flagship programme called Systematic Voters'
Education and Electoral Participation (hereinafter to be referred to as "'SVEEP’) that aims

at universal and enlightened participation of all eligible citizens in elections infer alia by
addressing urban and youth apalhy;

WHEREAS, Continuous Electoral and Democracy Education (CEDE) is an imporiant
component of SVEEP strategy which needs to be fermalized and grounded in the school
and higher education system in order to motivate future voters for greater elecloral
participation that would enable them to be responsible citizens who take pride in being a

part of our democratic system in an informed manner with a sense of duty and purpose
to strengthen our democracy,

WHEREAS, the National Education Policy 2020 (NEP) is a transformative initiative to

usher India to prepare itself to meet the challenging demands cf a 2137 Century
knowledge society;
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AND:

AND:

AND:

AND:

WHEREAS, the National Curriculum Framework (hereinafter to be referred to 2s ‘NCF)
being developed by NCERT, zn Autonomous Body under the DeSEL, is one of the key
compenents of NEP 2020, that enzbles and energizes this transformation, informed by
the approach of NEP 2020. The revision of NCF provides an opportunity for ECI to

infegrate voler education and electoral literacy in the curricular framework of various
grades of schools;

WHEREAS, ECI carries out the SVEEP programme in collaboration with government
t':iepartmenls and partner agencies at various levels who have the complementary
strength and objectives; for achieving optimal and sustainable outcomes, electoral
literacy needs to become a formal part of the schoolcollege education system in the

form of a structured, curricular, co-curricular and extra-curricutar activities and having
due linkages with accreditation and assessment systems:

WHEREAS, both Pariners have agreed o enter into an MoU to collaborate in their
endeévours to attract the young minds in classes 6-12 and at the college leve! towards
understanding the democratic electoral process, teach them the specific details cf the
constitutional and legal foundations of our elecioral system, the core values and
processes of inclusive, accessible and ethical elections and the range of election
technologies as a means of empowering the citizen through ease of registration and
ease of paricipation as a voler, besides also sirengthening the school and college
campus system for facilitating registration of newly eligible voters;

WHEREAS, DoSEL and DoHE are also in a position to facilitate the registration of young
voters.

THEREFORE:

Under this MoU, the DoSEL & DoHE, as the case may be, will:

1} Integrate voter education and electoral literacy in a systematic manner in the curricular

framework under NCF for classes 6 to 12 for zll schools of the country;

b e
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3)

4)

5)

)

7

8)

9)

Integrate voter education and eiectora! literacy appropriately in the curricular framework

for &ll collegestuniversities in 3 manner and to the extent of credit & heurs suitable for
different disciplines.

Introducefupdate texibooks of NCERT to incorporate electoral literacy and advise State
Education Boards and other Boards to do the same;

Oﬁent}train teachers in imparting electoral literacy in the classrooms;

Mainstream voter education content in teaching, learning and assessment; and voter

education and electoral literacy in pre-service teacher education courses;

.Create an institutional framework for using ancnymised & 2ggregeted UDISE (Unified
District Information System for Education), All india Survey on Higher Education (AISHE)
and other datzbases of students who have attained 17+ years of age with due regard to
data privacy and protection with a view to facilitating online voter registration of eligible
and prospective siudents after every qualifying date (1* January, 1* April, 1% Juty and
1% October of every calendar year) and during the Annual Summary Revision of
Electoral Rolls (in the last quarter of every calendar year) using voter registration portals
and mobile apps of ECI; evolve a robust mechanism to fulfil the zspirationg! goal of ECI

to handover the Voter ID card to every student of the country immediately afier their
aliaining the age of 18 years;

Develop an institutional framewark for inculcating a sense of ownership amongst State
Education Departtments for the Electorai Literacy Clubs (ELCs) in schaolsicolleges for
newliuture voters, and other co-curricular activities for imparting voter av/areness
amongst students with a view to making them fully conversant with the electoral system
of the country and inculcate in them the willingness 10 register as voters and participate
in every election in a passionate, informed and ethical manner;

Conduct onlinefoffline/blended training of nodal teachers for organising ELC activilies

and appointirain campus ambassadors in schools and colleges 10 lead the ELC
activities;

Include Electoral Literacy in the curricutum for adult literscy and basic education,
develop educational content on electoral precesses for life-long learning and make
electoral literacy an integrated compoenent of life-long education.
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1C) Disseminate communication malerial on electerzl literecy prepared in consullation with

ECI through various forms of media agpropriata for scheollcollege students;

11) Organise mobilisation campaigns and participatory activilies in schools/colleges,
administer a pledge to vote by students, organising mock polls, EVM-VWPAT

demonstrations, information about EC1 mobile apps, conduct competitions for electoral
education and outreach;

12) Organise intensive aclivities on the occasion of National Voters' Day (25 January), and
undertake voter awareness drive by students during the election time;

13) Devise a system of credits for students taking part in CEDE to pursue higher studies;

14) To reguiarly monitor the electoral literacy programme in all schoolsfcollegesiuniversities
2t the national and state levels, among other things, to meet its objectives and to ensuie
the non-political and non-partisan character of the collaboration;

15) Intreduce electoral literacy awareness programmes in colieges/universities wherever
elections to student bodies are held for inculcating practices of ethical voting right from

the formative days and ensuring free, fair & inducement-free ethical elections at the
student unicon level;

16) Designate and brand one of the rooms in every senior secondary school as the

'Democracy Room' for displaying SVEEP material on regular basis and conducting
CEDE activities around the year,;

17) Ensuring end-to-end accessibility of every school/college building which is used s a
polling station during elections, by providing standard ramps (1:10 gradient slope); an

adequate number of separate male and fernzle toilets and accessible toilets; and proper
lighting/electricity.

18) Devise a mechanism by which the National Assessment and Accreditation Council

{NAAC) includes electoral literacy as one cf the components in conducting assessment
and accreditztion of Higher Ecucational Institutions,

\\M/ ’ €
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THAT THE ECI WILL:

1) Provide information, inputs, and assistance in defining content to be included in the
cusricular framework so that electoral literacy becocmes an integral part of the school
education system and the aduilt education system.

2) Identify co-curricular content based on activities, which could also he suitably developed
in consultation with DoSEL/DHE;

3) Prepare online content for training and conduct training of master trainers in the domain
of SVEEP and outreach activities for capacity building of teachers/fieid functionaries;

4) Share prototype IEC material for wider dissemination through MoE infrastructure,
networks and platiorms;

5) Chief Electoral Officers (CEOs), District Election Officers (DEOs), Electoral Registration
Officers {(EROs), and Booth Level Officers (BLOS) shall coordinale with the school/
higher education adminisiration at respective levels for efficient execution of the

partnership and take part in voter education and voter registration activities/events.

THAT BOTH THE PARTNERS WILL:

1. Operationalize the provisions of this MoU in every School /Centrelly Funded College /
University by making it an integral part cf the routine functioning of their relevant
authorities and perscnnel and issue necessary directions to all the other Colleges !

Universities for making it an integral part of the routine functioning of thewr relevant
authorities and personnel.

2. Report and documnent aclion tzken and lessons learnt under the Mol and appropriately
disseminate success stories;

3. Review the operationalization of this Mol on 2 six-monthly basis or such other shorter
periods as mutually decided at the national level;
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This McU will be valid for a pzriod of five years, unless cancelled earlier with mutual
censent, and can be extended from time to time.

Signed on behalf of:

First Party:

j.'

Signalure

(i

Manoj Kumar Sahoo

{Deputy Election Commissioner)

FAA TR W | MANDI KUMAR SAHOO
o !‘3.:‘-34 8 | Deoty Erttn Lomemassanet
Ao fera et STIRITT
Eleclion Coammssion of Indul
s wsNrvachan Sadan
277G TS JAshoko Rood
[ 7 fET-10071 JHEw Dotni- 110401

In the presence of:

Oy

Signature | e AERA
TG AT | SANT <
Saniog S P Rroctor
{Birectof =¢ BRTLETT

Eizllmuon ommission 2f Indle

fogiva wraAjirvachan Sadan
oreirs 97 JAnhoRa Rood
{ feee~-n0Xorifiew Doth)-110001

-

Signature

Love Kush Yadav
(Under Secretary)

T Wed JLOVE KUSH YAD Y
atey wim fUnder Searetar

syrwer Forerier=y ot

Floction Comminzicn cf 1rndey
fA4ua 524 £ tairvnchan Sagan
ATHHTT VRE J Ashoko Hond
2 e v 100s F e w Ce i 130039

Page 7¢i 7

Second Party .

W/
; S0l ErE AT <)
Signature (pina SONOWIAL KOULD
wgeat wfTe/Joint Secrolnry
e ATEEH{GOv. of Indid
fFan TR/ M. of Educall:a;
« v fea d&d'ﬂﬂfn'o'ﬂlghm Equcsbior
Smt. Rina Sonowaldicmuli vot

Joint Secretary (Higher Education)
Department of Higher Education, MoE

Signature

Smt. Prachi Pandey
Joint Secre-té?gmﬂ ‘Ejﬁgn.s)& Training)

5 :i:],:ﬂ?g;n;goml Slxzéralary . &
ena cHoo ugation
5 P m‘?g'}ﬂrgﬁhn al Egucalion
Literaeys«hiaks frmg: e tcape s ey

TOEL A, 7§ B55hanti Bhawan, Hew Delhi

Signature

Ajeet Kumar e
(Under Seacdtan
argy Al Uungor Secrciary
s TR G av, of Inaia
Fhen TATETR /Min, of Educanon
oz Ben MO0 Hgher Edueatch

o v, i:ﬁ;::[j‘z;;’n. Tatrn Tt
% /

Signatlre,
Praveen Kumar Sachan
(Under SecretaryLF” gacir)
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& ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

NIRVACHAN SADAN, ASHOKA"-}'.‘{;L::_!.‘, NEW BDELHI-11G0DI

0> (1)

D20

- R .

No. 464/INST/2019-EPS SR D degtiay, 2019
To '3 =
o The Chief Electoral Officers of  \ %
1 ‘e
e All States/Union Territories. <,
I |1 1 F ) o £ 4
1 N Ay Coe ot
“.""-.._,, -;‘,\-_“G'&L'-' -
} 7 Bubject: General Election to Lok Sabha, 2019- Assured: #ifiimum Facility in
i3 Polling Stations- regerding.
i -}:3. 8ir/Madam,

ety

I am directed to refer to the Commission’s letter of even number
dated -16% March, 2019 on the subject cited and to reiterate hereby its
direction to ensure assured minimum facilities i.e Provision for rahij), Provision
for Drinking Water, Adequate Furniture for voters, Medical Kit, Toilets, Shade

in Polling Stations, along with seating arrangements in view of the heat wave

conditions over the next few §4vsin large parts of the Country.

Pleaiic;c;ﬁ}{h:( {.,e/ﬂ;e receipt of this letter.

Yours faithfully,

e

(SUMIT MUKHERJEE)
PRINCIPAL SECRETARY

Tele: 011-23052246
Famx:011-23052001
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L Website: www.eci.gov.in Nirvachan Sadan,
[ ' Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001.
;0
1 U No. 464/NST/2019/EPS Dated: 16" March,2019
Y -
?")1 ?; To
s The Chief Electoral Officers of,
“(3 k| All the States/Union Territories.
o

Subject: General Election to the Lok Sabha, 2019 ~ Assured Minimum Facility in
Polling Stations— Regarding.

Sir/Madam,

In continuation to the Commission's Instructions No.464/ANST-BMF/2013-EPS
dated 27" January, 2014, No, 464/INST/2016-EPS dated 12" September, 2016 and No.
4/INST/2016-EPS dated 21 December, 2016,

W mission has re-considered the matter and directed that Assured Minimum
aCIIm

‘J
(AMF) shall be provided by the DEOs at each polling station al the time of poll.
bas ¢ minimum facilities are:-

F

rovision for ramp — A ramp of slope 1:10 or less should be provided at the polling
station to facilitate the PwD (Persons with Disabilities) voters, as per the directions of
the #fon’ ble 8 prfane Court of India. In the polling slations where permanent ramps
av hqt bee :mded temporary ramp should be provided.
vigr n iér drinking water - There should be a proper arrangement for drinking
gg\ tgcuhhes (300 Litres drinking water pot with disposable glasses) at the poliing
n(s) In case, there is no provision for drinking water, make adequate
%&J arran ghents at the polling station(s) for storage of drinking water pots and one
' 0})/ epiployee or a daily wage-earner shall be deployed at the polling station(s) to refill the
water pots and.to serve waler to the voters standing in the queue.

\g{e uate Furniture — There should be proper provision for baSIC amenities like

%\ tebles, chairs and benches for voters standing in the queue at the polling stations.
\ Wb Medical Kit - Make sure a Medical Kit containing Paracetamol medicine & items like
gauze pads (4x4 inches)/ large gauze pads/ adhesive bandages/ rolling bandage/




Vi,

wil,

viii.

ORSfhrangular bandages/ wourd clesnng asontecissors [ blanket tercozers!
adhegive taps! latezx ¢loves / resuscitzticn eguipment etc., alongwith a medic/a
attendant should be made available at each pelling station for emergency use ©
voters. |

Proper lighting/Electricity arrangements - Make sure that the inside of the voting
compartment is sufficiently lighted. If necessary, armangement for suitable lighting
should be done for each compariment. However, halogen lamps or 200 wait bulbs to
be strictly avoided directly above or in front of voting compartment. There should be
proper electricity arrangements at the polling stations. If the power connection is
available, the condition of switches/bulbs/ans shoqld be checked. if power connection
is not there, alternative arrangement should be made by hiring of generator sets etc.
so that, on the poll day, those polling stations are properly lighted.

Help Desk -. In the polling station locations having multiple polling stations, a help
desk should be set up with the objective of providing assistance fo the voter,
facilitating the voters to locate their particular polling stefion and issuance of voter
slips. The Help Desk shall be setup at a prominent spot so that the same is easily
visible and approachable as voters visit the premise/building. The Help Desk should
be manned by Booth Level Officer (BLO) who should be supplied with alphabetical list
of electors. '

Proper Signage - Proper Signage should be put at the polling station locations for
guidance of the voters about the routeflayout of the location, facililies available {like
ramp, toilet, drinking water etc) and Help Desk.

Toilets - There should be separate f{oilet for men and women voters. [ two teilets are
not available, pucca one should ba earmarked for female voters and one temporary
toilet may be provided for male voiers. One employze or a daily wage-earner shall be
deployed to keep the toilet clean throughout the day.

Shade in Polling Station - Tented arangement for shades with the size of 15 X 15
Sq Ft. should be made available at each poliing station for the ladies/ senior
citizens/difierently-abled voters and children accompanying them.

Volunteers - Volunteers from NCC/NSS/Scout & Guides/ Chunavi Pethshala should
be deployed to manage the voters’ quzue. Volunieers should be provided to assist the
PwD voters to reach the polling siation. The volunieers shall guide the PwD eleclors
upto the entrance of polling station, Inside the pclling station, such PwD electors shall
be assisted by polling staff. The age of volunteers should be less than 18 years.
There should be arrangements for food for the volunteers engaged at the polling
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station 01 the day of poll. The CEQ shall prepare a detailad ‘Does and Den'ts' for the
voluntzers.

Provision for Food - There should ke an anangement for foed for the volunieers

engaged at the polling stations during the peli day.

Provision for Creche for children - There sheould be proper arrangement for creche
at each polling station for children accompanying the electors. One trained attendant
should be deployed to take care of these children,

Provision for Transport Facility: Persons with Visual and lLocomotive Disabilities
and infirmed voters with impaired movement should be provided with public transport.
If public transport is not available, private vehicles should be hired for the purpose.
Queue Management: There should be three queues at the polling station: one for
male voters, one for ladies voters and another for senior citizens and PwD electors.
As per present praciice, one male elector should be allowed to vote per two female

electors. Preference should be given to senior citizens and PwD electors.

Display of Voter Facilitation Posters: As per present practice, there are four posters

to be displayed at the polling station to disseminate information to the electors. These
four posters should be numbered as Y, s, Y% and s respectively.

Please azknowledge the Commission after receipt of this letter.

Yours faithfully,

(SUMIT MUKHERJEE)
PRINCIPAL SECRETARY
smukherjee.eci@gmail.com




